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Be very afraid. Australia’s notorious Spooky Men's Chorale returns to the UK for one more tilt at the windmill of impossible masculine musico-foolishness!

AUSSIE FESTIVAL FAVOURITES BACK IN UK FOR SUPER SPOOKY SUMMER TOUR

July 15-Sept 7, 2011

“High camp, epic folly- probably the best programming choice of the entire summer festival circuit’-The Irish Times
“Highly theatrical, they veer from weird to touching and back again. Grown up entertainment in the best, most infantile way. Don’t miss an opportunity to see them” – Daily Telegraph

 “It IS spooky. You’re listening to what sounds like archangels singing ethereal harmonies. But it’s a bunch of boofy men from the Blue Mountains, with a wise guy out front wearing a furry deerstalker hat” – Brisbane Courier Mail
Wave goodbye to choirs as you know them. This one is a macho juggernaut - zany, black-clad, big as a behemoth and show-stoppingly good. Sounding as sacred as a high church choir one minute; as stupid as a raft of drunken Kazahkstani butchers the next. And it’s massaging its awesome antipodean vocal chords right now for a fourth fine-tuned foray to the UK – so stand by for a truly spooky summer!

Following triumphant UK tours in 2006, 2007 and 2009, The Spooky Men’s Chorale are packing their bags in their native New South Wales, ready to whisk themselves away from the eucalyptus-infused Blue Mountains for a whistle-stop run of nearly 40 gigs in England, Scotland and Wales. 

Starting in July, the tour will take in numerous top league English festivals, two nights at the famous Edinburgh Fringe and culminate in a flagship date at the Victorian gothic gem of Islington’s Union Chapel (September 7).
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The behatted line-up will regale Spooky veterans and virgins alike with rib-tickling and sometimes heart-rending original compositions and eloquent arrangements by the inspired deerstalker-topped Kiwi choral impresario, Stephen Taberner (right).
Compellingly comic they may be but make no mistake, this is a class act. Not only can they sing like angels; they also maintain an impressive deadpan grandeur amidst the mayhem of their madcap humour. Who says men can’t multi-task?! See them in action at www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvCFIposH_g
We are the 
“We are the Spooky Men
We dream of mastodons

Practice mysterious handshakes

And we can grow beards if we want to…”
The Spookies were formed by Melbourne-based Taberner in Sydney in 2001, inspired by the great Georgian choirs. A festival organiser’s dream., they will be busy wowing UK festival audiences at Cambridge, Warwick, Towersey, Wickham and Sidmouth Folk Week with numerous interwoven one night gigs the length and breadth of the country.

A highlight of their 2009 tour was at Shrewsbury Folk Festival when they joined forces with award-winning English roots act Show of Hands for “a folk song from Yorkshire" 

(Human League’s Don’t You Want Me (!) -an unlikely pairing that brought the house down whilst in a Sidmouth pub they tangled vocal chords with hot property Cornish shanty choir Fisherman’s Friends.

“Stand back and admire the beautifully sung anarchy “- Glasgow Herald 
 “I had a hunch they’d be good – their tuning, timing and dynamics are impeccable” – The Independent

“These fabulous men in black wowed Sidmouth festival goers- every number received rapturous applause” –Sidmouth Herald
“Sheer musical excellence - like the ghosts of choristers long gone” Sydney Morning Herald
With a sound variously described as “sexy, powerful., impossibly gentle and sad but unmistakably male”  and “ as warm as toast and as grainy as teak” , their repertoire ranges from Georgian drinking songs to whisper perfect ballads and a string of improbable original hits like Don’t Stand Between a Man and his Tool and Stop Scratching It… They also offer hilarious, elephantine retreatments of classics like Earth, Wind & Fire’s Boogie Wonderland and the funniest version of Abba’s Dancing Queen you are likely to witness. www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNrAgbzMXOI&feature=related
All this and more is promised when they pitch up on UK shores in July brandishing their new single BIG as well as the enigmatically titled EP/DVD Deep , which features footage from their 2009 UK tour. Opening on July 15 in Birmingham, they will also stage one of their special “Sing Like a Bloke” workshops in the city the next night.
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Support at many of the gigs comes from award-winning Australian singer songwriter Kate Rowe (left), named Songwriter of the Year in the 2010 Australian Songwriters Association Awards. www.katerowe.com/
Liverpool’s 40-strong Sense of Sound – who competed in BBC-tv’s talent show Last Choir Standing and were the first contemporary choir to reach the final of BBC Radio 3’s Choir of the Year contest, will support the Spookies at the August 25 show at Liverpool Philharmonic Hall while Surrey’s Esher-based community choir Earthly Voices are the support act for the Guildford performance on July 17. 
*For interviews with Stephen Taberner and The Spooky Men, hi-res images, CDs or gig review tickets please contact: Jane Brace PR on 01243 789554
www.spookymen.com.au
